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Your Monthly Dose of Model Aviation News, the Lekker Way! — 23 March 2026

Meet your 2026-2027 Management Committee!

The SAMAA is proud to announce the new SAMAA Management Committee (SMC) members for
the 2026-2027 term. In August 2025, nominations opened for the SMC elections, and we received
two nominations from members eager to serve: Malan Moolman, and Dirk Meyer.

Following the process, the new committee was inaugurated on 19 March 2026:

e Malan Moolman — Chairperson

e Dirk Meyer — Vice-Chairperson

e Linda Dold — Secretary

¢ Rui Martins — Special Interest Groups Chair (SIGs)
e Juanita Smith — SAMAA Treasurer

e Bob Skinner — Independent Contractor

We extend our sincere appreciation to Alec Groenewald for his six years of dedicated service as a
committee member. Your commitment, contribution, and active involvement have played a
significant role within SAMAA and have been truly invaluable. We thank you for your efforts and
wish you every success in your future endeavours.

Our sincere thanks go to Charl Jooste Jnr as he steps down from his role as Chair of the Special
Interest Groups. Charl, we are grateful for the time and effort you have given. We wish you all the
very best going forward.

The new SMC is committed to fostering the growth, safety, and enjoyment of recreational model
aviation across South Africa and looks forward to an exciting year ahead with all our members.

Fly safe, have fun, and keep it lekker!
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® } NOTICE TO ALL South African Model Aircraft Association MEMBERS
Dear Members,

It is with great pleasure that we share a message from your newly appointed Chairman,
Malan Moolman:

Dear Members of the South African Model Aircraft Association,

I am honoured to greet each of you as your newly appointed Chairman. My
journey in the RC fraternity began 40 years ago, and it has grown steadily,
leading me to this moment where | have the privilege of serving you.

I would like to take a moment to express deep gratitude to the previous

leadership for their excellent contributions, which have built a strong
foundation for us all.

I also want to start by emphasising that your membership and importance in SAMAA is not based
on the size or speed of your model. Your value in SAMAA is and always will be rooted in the passion
you share with us for the hobby and your involvement in our shared goals within SAMAA meaning,
it will always be your passion that truly counts.

Looking ahead, our guiding theme for the year is excellence —excellence in flying, safety, building,
teaching, and growing this community we all love. | believe that when we aim for excellence in
each of these areas, we elevate not only our skills but also our shared experiences.

In the spirit of excellence, | aim to strengthen our events, foster meaningful partnerships, and
ensure to the best of my ability every member feels engaged —reflecting the best of what we can
achieve. | invite each of you to join “Project Excellence”—a journey of personal, club, and
community excellence. Together, we will grow and set new benchmarks.

I am committed to serving with the SMC in dedication and | am excited for what lies ahead. My
door is always open, and | look forward to striving for excellence with all of you.

Yours sincerely,
Malan Moolman

Chairman, South African Model Aircraft Association

Let us all support this vision and continue building a strong, passionate, and united SAMAA
community.

SAMAA — Where Passion Meets Excellence '+
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WESTERN PROVINCE AEROBATICS - 2026 LEAGUE 1

TYPICAL SUMMERS DAY
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round 1 round 2 round 3 round 4
% % % %
ADVANCED
Jacques
Jonathan
André
MASTERS
Ernie
Rodney
Stuart
Rory
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WESTERN PROVINCE AEROBATICS - 2026 LEAGUE 2

22 FEBRUARY
TMFC
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round 1 round 2 round 3 round 4 FINAL
% % % % % / Norm

ADVANCED
Jacques 58.70  60.20  62.00 60.40 / 2997
Jonathan 64.10  60.30 60.40  61.60 / 2973

MASTERS

Stuart 60.90 57.80  57.90 58.90 / 3000
Rodney 62.50 58.00  55.00 62.40 / 2971
Rory 0 0 0 0
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Young Students Experience the Magic of Aviation at Aero Club Airweek 2026

5 -8 March 2026 - MIDDELBURG AIRFIELD :

AEROCLUB Al

Fifteen enthusiastic students from two local schools were given the opportunity to experience
the exciting world of aviation during the 2026 Aero Club Airweek, hosted at the Middelburg
Airfield.

The students, from Sozama Secondary School and Sofunda Secondary School, attended the event
as part of the Young Eagles initiative supported by SAMAA, EAA and the Aero Club of South
Africa, aimed at inspiring youth and exposing them to opportunities within aviation.

For many of the learners, this was their first time visiting an active airfield and seeing aircraft up
close. The students spent the day interacting with aviation enthusiasts, learning about different
aspects of flying, and experiencing the vibrant atmosphere of the Airweek event.

The visit formed part of a broader effort to introduce young people from diverse communities to
aviation and aeromodelling, opening their eyes to possible future careers in aviation, engineering,
and technology.

Throughout the day, the learners were able to observe aircraft operations, speak with pilots and
volunteers, and gain a deeper appreciation of the aviation community that supports initiatives
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such as Young Eagles. The excitement and curiosity displayed by the students highlighted the
importance of outreach programs that nurture the next generation of aviation enthusiasts.

According to organisers and volunteers present on the day, the students enjoyed the experience
tremendously, showing great interest and enthusiasm while exploring the airfield environment.

SAMAA remains committed to supporting youth development and aviation education through
partnerships with initiatives like Young Eagles and events such as the Aero Club Airweek.

(UL DA B Y

Exposure to aviation at a young age can spark dreams that last a lifetime, and for these fifteen
learners, the day at Middelburg Airfield may well have been the beginning of an exciting journey

into the world of flight. ¢

e COMBINED FLY-IN!._ -L
- Saturday 21 February 2026

On 21 February 2026, the South African Model Aircraft Association (SAMAA) proudly hosted the
2nd SAMAA Interprovincial Combined Fly-in, and what an incredible day it turned out to be! This
year’s event was bigger, better, and even more awesome, with the fly-in taking place
simultaneously at four clubs across four provinces, bringing aeromodelling enthusiasts together
from around the country.
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The events were hosted as follows:

-t Fly North — hosted by Wolwefontein Flyers in Mpumalanga

7% Fly South — hosted by Riversdale Radio Flyers (RRF) in the Western Cape
74 Fly East — hosted by Durban Model Aircraft Club (DMAC) in KwaZulu-Natal
74 Fly Central — hosted by Central Radio Flyers (CRF) in the Free State

Pilots and spectators enjoyed a fantastic day of flying, fellowship, and the true spirit of
aeromodelling. Events like these continue to strengthen the bonds between clubs across the
provinces and showcase the passion that exists within the SAMAA community.

Richard Fleming — Durban Model Aircraft Club Stoffel Giliomee — Riversdale Radio Flyers
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A huge shout-out and heartfelt thank you to the club chairpersons, club members, and everyone
who participated and supported the event. Your enthusiasm, camaraderie, and dedication made
the day a great success.

We look forward to seeing even more pilots and clubs joining the fun at the next SAMAA

Interprovincial Combined Fly-in!
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Advertise in the SAMAA Lekker N |
Boost your brand visibility within the model aviation
community!

Whether you're a SAMAA member, business owner, or know
someone eager to support our initiatives, this is the perfect
opportunity.
Advert pricing per edition.

Adverts must be in JPEG format and sent to

admin@samaa.org.za
A4 Advert: R200 A5 Advert: R100

ADVERTISE
WITH US
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Invitation to Advertise Your Business on the SAMAA Website

We are pleased to invite you to advertise your business on the
South African Model Aircraft Association (SAMAA) website. With a
dedicated aeromodelling audience, this is a fantastic opportunity to
connect with enthusiasts across the country.

We offer a business card-style advertisement with the following
options:

R400 for a 6-month listing R600 for a 12-month listing

Safe Flying!
The SAMAA Management Committee.

Until Next Time...

"Every flight begins with a dream,
and every landing is a testament
to your determination.”
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