FOURTH WARBIRDS DAY
Zwartkop AFB, 31 May 2003

- Johan Ehlers

Thefour week date shift, necessitated by the Internationd Jet Scale Magters occupying the venue during the dready traditiond first Seturday of May,
resulted in brilliant flying weether for thishigh point in the annua calendar for buildersof flying scale modesof military aircraft. Thisyeer forty-seven
pilotsregistered to participatein the relaxed event, each receiving hiscommemorative* Augter’ motif cap and campaign bar. Thethemefor 2003 was
100 Y ears of Powered Manned Flight'. There weremoded sranging from largeto small, subjectsthat ranged from WW.1 to the present and motive
power that ranged from eectric to twin turbines. Something for every taste.

Some fantagtic aircraft models were seen, aswell asthe first scale helicopter to beseen at thisevent. Unfortunately itsflight ended in amishap, but
we are sure that Paul van Wyngaardt will haveit fixed and back next year. The spectators were entertained by some excellent flying and the few
mishaps that occurred were fairly minor and the models concerned were strutting their suff afew weekslater at Zwartkop Scale.

The accent of the event was on safe flying and awhole number of Warbirds Day ‘rookies earned their wings by completing asuccessful flight under
the watchful eyes of the RMAC Hight line Controllers who saw to it that everything occurred in an orderly manner.

The adjudicatorsthisyear were Genera ‘ Thack’ Thackwray, Col Pieter vd Walt and retired SAA Captain D K Dreyer. Onceupon atimeall three
of them weretrained asArmy Artillery Officersby the Air Force, flying Auster AOP (Artillery Observation Post) aircraft. Their choiceof best moddl
in the different categories was.

Best Biplane: DH Tiger Moth of Paul van Wyngaardt
Best Monoplane: DH Chipmunk of Johan Ehlers (Jr)
Bes ‘Vintage' Aircraft: Fokker Drl of Doug Moss
Best Jet: MiG 29 of Francois Diedrechsen
ad  ‘Best of Show’ The fantagticaly detailed 1/3 scde Fokker E 11 Monoplane of  Jan Labuschagne.

At 16:00 the pilots were formed up in platoon formation by Chris Burger to alow the medals and awards paradeto proceed. All successful rookies
received their *Wings , thefive avardeesther avards and every participant aso received acommemorative ‘ Centenary Star’ from Genl Thackwray.



Chief Architect and Organiser, Gert de Klerk, and hishel pers once again deserve avote of thanksfrom dl the pilotsfor their timeand effort to make
this event happen every year. The event was characterised by an excellent spirit, which was exemplified by Wessie vd Westhuizen declining the
opportunity to once again receive an award for his brilliant C-47, alowing another deserving modeller to receive the honour.



Incdosing, Gert indicated that he had negotiated an earlier sart for the next event from Lt Col Neil Thomas,
OC of the SAAF Museum, and that the theme for 2004 will be ‘Japanese Warbirds. So get to the
workshop and start producing!



