SAMAA MODEL FOR TRANSFORMATION

The South African Model Aircraft Association (SAMAA) started a program of transformation and development in aeromodelling in 2005 to expose previously disadvantaged people in the RSA to the hobby/sport of aeromodelling. This program is funded from the SAMAA budget, the National Lottery Fund and the aeromodelling industry in the RSA.

As part of the programme, an initiative by the South African Aeromodelling Dealers Association (SAADA) has been established, where a aeromodelling dealer, a model flying club and an educational institute combine their resources to form an alliance/partnership to establish a local transformation and development program. This initiative has been successfully implemented in several areas in the RSA. Having evaluated the success of the model, the SAMAA transformation and development sub committee have accepted it, as the preferred model to be followed, in order to establish a viable local transformation/development program.

This model typically works as follows :-

1. The program can be initiated by either one of the 3 parties who then identify the other two parties in their geographical area and approach them to work together.

2. A representative from each of the parties forms a steering committee to do the planning with regard to the goals and objectives, budget, timescales etc. and also manages and monitors the program.

3. An application can be made to the SAMAA Transformation and Development sub committee via the regional transformation officers for partial funding of the program.

4. Typically 10-20 students, who have made known their interest in aviation, are identified by the school to undergo RC PC Simulator training at the school, with instruction provided by flight instructors from the RC club.

5. The flight instructors then identify +- 5 students, following a period of simulator training, to go onto real RC aircraft training at the facilities of the RC club, such training to be overseen and provided by the club flight instructors.

6. After achieving solo status, 1 or 2 of the students are selected on ability/skill, to continue with advanced mentorship to enable them to participate in one of the SAMAA SIG disciplines and national/international competitions.

7. Candidates with proven interest in aviation are then recommended for the SAMAA full-scale flight-training program. 

This model has the advantages of involving all the parties involved with aeromodelling in the RSA in the program and to let the Transformation and Development initiative spread to all areas in the RSA where there are RC Clubs. (+- 160 Clubs in RSA).

This is a living document, which will be amended if constructive input, based on practical experience, is received.
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