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Central Radio Flyers hosted the Free State Model pattern aerobatic championship in Bloemfontein on 
the 7 to 8 of March. Some competitors arrived on Friday, the day before, to get acquainted with the 
conditions. On Saturday morning Wynand Swart, CRF chairman, welcomed all the competitors, laid 
down the rules and gave us some kind words of inspiration. 
 

                   
                  Pilots briefing  



The judges for the event were Ivan Olivier (chief judge, Gauteng), Neels Bergh(Free State) and Herman 
Schreuder (Gauteng). They were supported by Mari Momberg , Jaco Oosthuizen and Digby Cranke 
from Bloemfontein. Des Cooper from KwaZulu-Natal  observed the proceedings as a judge in-training. 
 

                                
                                 Judges at work 
 
 
Although the weather were excellent all weekend the contest directors were hard pressed to fit three 
rounds of flying for all competitors on Saturday. Craig Bell flew the last flight of the day just after 
sunset but did not complain one bit because it was his best flight of the competition. After a hard day’s  
flying we were treated to a lovely sparerib braai that, from what I can remember, were enjoyed by 
everyone.  
 
The technology involved in the sport is constantly  changing and for the first time there were no 
OS140RX two-stroke powered planes  placed under the first six F3A places. Neil Allen was the top two-
stroke placement and came in seventh with his Genesis(see first photo). Walter van Huyssteen flying an 
YS170 four-stroke powered Osmose was in a class of his own and won the F3A event. He  recently 
upgraded his YS by adding  electronic ignition , this pushed him over the weight limit but new 
technology solved the problem : he replaced his battery packs with lightweight lithium polymer packs. 
Although the YS four-strokes dominated in F3A Danie Potgieter came second in his new electric 
powered plane, clearly he still has a few bugs to fix but then he is going to be  very competitive. Third 
place in F3A belonged to young Timothy Hamman , flying Danie Potgieter’s old YS powered plane 
from last year. He is definitely an exciting prospect to watch this year. Can’t wait to see what will 
happen at the Nationals next month! The Nationals is going to be the deciding competition for selection 
of the national team that will be competing at the world championships in Portugal next year. 
 
 In the Advance class Timothy’s dad, FC Hamman took top honours followed by Grant Brook and in 
third place our chairman  Wynand Swart. In Expert class we had the lone entry  of  Bertie Viljoen. One 
has to take your hat off to him, with no competition he manage to get a steady sixty something % score 
for every flight. This means that he has now qualified for the masters after  flying in just three 
competitions this year. 
 
 
 
 



In the Sportsman class I came first followed by Johan Els and Leon Coetzee. Local pilots obtained a 
placing in every class including  three first places. Hooray for CRF! Everyone must agree that Johan Els 
makes the best looking trophies and this time I am glad to say that 50% of them stayed in Bloemfontein. 
 

                  
                  The Prizes 
 

              
             The competitors 
 
 
 
I would like to thank Wynand Swart and Walter van Huyssteen  for a well organized event , Johan Els 
for the trophies, Ando Swanepoel and his family for the catering, , MAASA, The Judges, their support 
crew and  everyone that helped to make it happen. I would also like to thank all the competitors and 
especially those who travelled great distances.. Last but not least thanks to our sponsors : JMC Hobbies, 
AutoZone, F&R, Benutriwise, Kloppers and Daniel Niehause from Soft Serve for the free ice-cream. 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
 



The results: 
 
F3A 
 

 Name Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Ave. Best 
  % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. 

1 Walter van 
Huyssteen 69.39% 1000 75.00% 1000 75.67% 1000 69.44% 943 73.37% 3000 

2 Danie Potgieter 63.50% 915 63.11% 841 70.94% 938 73.61% 1000 69.35% 2853 

3 Timothy Hamman 63.61% 917 67.72% 903 66.72% 882 65.17% 885 66.54% 2705 

4 Kelvin Scroll 58.94% 849 63.61% 848 66.72% 882 65.00% 883 65.11% 2614 

5 Craig Bell 57.33% 826 57.56% 767 67.50% 892 63.11% 857 62.72% 2576 

6 Burt Botha 56.22% 810 59.00% 787 52.61% 695 61.00% 829 58.74% 2426 

7 Neil Allen 55.00% 793 44.72% 596 58.56% 774 54.28% 737 55.94% 2304 

8 Neil Collins 49.56% 714 56.89% 759 52.39% 692 59.89% 814 56.39% 2286 

9 Francois van 
Pletzen 

50.00% 721 39.61% 528 61.56% 814 54.39% 739 55.31% 2273 

10 Pierre Fouché 54.56% 786 50.78% 677 52.33% 692 57.28% 778 54.72% 2256 

11 Nico Erasmus 51.94% 749 43.28% 577 55.50% 733 53.00% 720 53.48% 2202 

 
Expert 
 

 Name Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Ave. Best 
  % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. 
1 Bertie Viljoen 62.31% 1000 63.72% 1000 62.56% 1000 60.77% 1000 62.86% 3000 

  
Advance  
 

 Name Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Ave. Best 
  % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. 
1 F C Hamman 61.38% 1000 56.81% 1000 63.99% 1000 64.49% 1000 63.29% 3000 

2 Grant Brook 59.64% 972 45.22% 796 56.81% 888 60.72% 942 59.06% 2801 

3 Wynand Swart 41.88% 682 35.87% 631 51.74% 809 44.42% 689 46.01% 2180 

4 Jaco Oosthuizen 40.29% 656 38.84% 684 50.29% 786 33.84% 525 43.14% 2126 

5 Gerrie Maritz 39.28% 640 22.68% 399 42.97% 672 33.91% 526 38.72% 1837 

 
 
Sportsman 
 

 Name Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Ave. Best 
  % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. % Norm. 
1 Piet Le Roux 56.05% 1000 41.85% 1000 60.12% 1000 43.21% 1000 53.13% 3000 

2 Johan Els 36.67% 654 6.54% 156 26.17% 435 29.88% 691 30.91% 1781 

3 Leon Coetzee 12.10% 216 24.44% 584 19.38% 322 21.11% 489 21.65% 1395 

 
 
The Photos: 
 



 
 
Best looking plane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The gang 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The Sponsors : 
 

 
When Walter makes the national team next month at the Nationals he is going to need all the 
sponsorship that he can get to make it to Portugal !   
 
 
 



 
 

 
Thanks for the gazebo AutoZone  
 
 
 
 
 


