
                                        
                                                                                                             By Piet Le Roux 
 

Central Radio Flyers - 4 and 5 October 
 
This year, like so many times in the past, Bloemfontein had the honour of hosting the top event on the 
model aircraft aerobatic calendar: The Pattern Acrobatic Masters. CRF Chairman Wynand Swart and the 
CRF team did an excellent job again. Not even an untimely burglary shortly before the event could disrupt 
this machine. The stolen windsock mast was replaced by a mast from my Ham Radio days and erected by 
Wynand in a matter of days, most of the box markers and clubhouse equipment had to be replaced before 
the event. The missing competition pegboard was the only thing that we missed, but this was soon 
rectified with an improvisation from Toit Venter. 
 
Only 29 pilots qualified for the Masters this year and 22 of these pilots attended the event (76%) which is 
excellent attendance in difficult economic times. In these times it is important to have central venue for 
national events and of course Bloemfontein is this and also a very popular venue. 
 

                                 
                               Pilots briefing  



 
On Saturday all pilots were given their numbers and “goody” bags packed with all sorts of niceties from 
our sponsors. This was followed with pilots briefing and then flying on flight line two, because of activity 
on the adjacent cemetery, flying could only commence on flight line one after 14h00. The days flying was 
followed by our traditional braai that were very well attended and enjoyed. Because of time constrains 
flying  had to start just after seven on Sunday in order to finish early in the afternoon enabling our visitors 
from afar to  travel home on the day.         
 
The judges for the event were Ivan Olivier (Gauteng), Quintin Scroll(North West),), Neels Bergh(Free 
State), Chris Theron (Limpopo) and chief judge Christo Rust(Western Province). Oom Danie Potgieter 
was the contest director. 
  

                   
   From left to right: D Potgieter, C Theron, Q Scroll, I Olivier, N Bergh and C Rust. 
 
Technical advances and development has made this sport much more interesting. The engine that 
dominated  F3A(top class) the last two decades has definitely been the methanol powered OS140RX two-
stroke and when André Stockwell won the F3A class last year I for one did not think that a two-stroke 
would ever win the masters again, but he proved us wrong again. André Stockwell has won the F3A class 
in every Masters event held this millennium, his name is the only one on the present trophy. He would be 
replacing his number one plane, named “Quantum” that he crashed shortly before the Masters, with an 
electric powered plane. It has been rumoured that the new plane would be called “È-Quantum”. The other 
power source replacing the OS140 is the YS160 four-stroke engine shown below. 

             
The engine above belonged to Danie Potgieter (jun.), it  has been soled with the plane and would also be 
replaced by an electric powered plane. YS have also brought out a 170 version and an aftermarket 
electronic ignition system. Electric powered pattern planes have done very well overseas but have yet to 
be  proven  in South Africa. With more of the big guns moving to electric I definitely think it would 
happen next year. 



This competition counted as the second qualification round for the F3A team that would compete in the 
2009 world championships to be held in Portugal. For this reason the F3A class were divided into two 
categories, one for pilots that want to be in  contention for the national team(F3A Team Selection) and 
those that do not (F3A). Understandably competition and stress levels in the Team Selection category 
were very high. Local hero Walter van Huyssteen certainly made his intentions clear and finished third, 
ahead of four competitors that had been awarded Protea colours in the past.  
  
The results were: 
F3A Team Selection 

1) André Stockwell        3000 points 
2)  Rui Martins               2935  
3) Walter van Huyssteen  2924  
4) Danie Potgieter           2916 
5) Marc Wolffe               2907 
6) Pierre Marais              2846 
7) Blake Dormer             2553 
8) Dean Grobbelaar        2475 

 

                  
From left to right: B Dormer A Stockwell, W van Huyssteen, D Potgieter, Marc Wolffe, R Martins and 
 P Marais 
 
In F3A class we had local pilot Craig Bell who went to the Wold Champs in 1997 but stopped competing 
soon afterwards. He has certainly shown that his sill got what it takes and it would be interesting to watch 
him next year with his new plane. With Francois van Pletzen also from Bloemfontein in third place you 
could say we dominated this class. 
The results were: 
F3A 
1) Craig Bell                  3000 points 
2) Burt Botha                 2886 
3) Francois van Pletzen  2620  
 

                       
                      From Left to right: C Bell, F van Pletzen and B Botha 



In Expert Class we had young Timothy Hamman in first place followed by local pilot Bertie Viljoen with 
another youngster, James “Cool dude” Hill, close on his heels. 
Expert  
1) Timothy Hamman      3000 points 
2) Bertie Viljoen             2710 
3) James Hill                   2679 
 

                
               From left to right: J Hill, B Viljoen and T Hamman 
 
 
In Advanced class the competition were very tight, Danie Bester had the covering on his elevator come 
lose in the second round, that certainly cost him but he still made second place. 
 
Advanced 
1) Anton Raats            2997 Points 
2) Danie Bester           2899 
3) Stuart Nix               2760 
4) Brett Ingpen            2672 
 

              
             From left to right: D Bester, S Nix, B Ingpen, A Raats, P Marais, en Wynand Swart 
 



The sportsman Class, which is limited to a 15cc two-stroke or a 20.5cc four-stroke engine, were 
dominated by Swallow 90 planes, two with four-stroke and two with two-stroke engines. The winner of 
this class, Vernon Els used a Two-Stroke OS engine, tune pipe and an APC 14X8 prop. 
 
Sportsman 
1) Vernon Els                3000 points 
2) Aubrey Smith            2772 
3) FC Hamman              2685 
4) Jaco Oosthuizen        2517 
 

                   
                                    From left to right: A Smith, J Oosthuizen, FC Hamman and V Els 
 
 
 

                 WE would like to thank Johan Els for handcrafting the trophies for the event. We would also like to 
thank Ando Swanepoel and his family for doing a excellent job with the catering. Last but not least we 
want to thank JMC Hobbies, Redipak/Parker Craft, Radio Control Repair Centre, Aerial Concepts, and 
Cape Sailplanes for their donations. We also had donations from local businesses that are not even 
connected to model aircraft : Auto Zone, Dunlop and Lafarge, without all our sponsors  this event could 
not have been a success. Thanks guys! 

                                    
                   

                                   
                                  Some of the prices and trophies that were on offer. 
                   
 
 
 



Some more photos….. 

                                 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
                         

 


