
   
    

25th  World Championship Radio Control FAI F3A Argentina  2007 - A Judge’s/Scribe’s Perspective –  
Christo Rust  
 
The MAASA budget for 2006 as well as 2007 included funds for a MAASA judge to scribe at the F3A World 
Championships (WC) to be held in Argentina at the end of 2007. Ivan Olivier (SA Chief Judge) was 
nominated at the 2007 NATS prize giving to fulfil this task. A grant of R5000 was allocated for this purpose. 
Negotiations via Bob Skinner (Chairman of the FAI F3A sub committee) with the Argentina World 
Championships organising committee, under leadership of Mario Korman, ensured that all transport from 
Buenos Aires airport to the WC site Santa Fe Airport (± 450 km from Buenos Aires) as well as local transport 
and accommodation and meals would be paid by the WC committee. Ivan was unable to attend and I was 
nominated to attend. 

The flight to Buenos Aires (Air Malaysia) was directly from Cape Town on Wednesday the 7th November. 
Some delay with the flight saw us departing at about 11h00 and arriving at our destination at 17h00 with a 
time difference of 5 hours. At Buenos Aires members of the organizing committee awaited us outside the 
arrivals terminal. The arrival group included the national team from Singapore. It soon became apparent that 
some of their aircraft was not loaded at Kuala Lumpur. This resulted in a delay that saw us leaving the airport 
at 19h00 for the ±450 km drive to Santa Fe where we arrived at 02h40 the next morning. We booked into the 
Castelar Hotel where all judges and jury members resided. After a very short night’s sleep, breakfast was 
served at 07h00. Throughout the rest of Thursday the judges and jury arrived. Meals were served at the 
hotel with us all seated at two tables. This made for a very sociable event and suppers lasted till 11h30 in the 
evenings with lots of Vino Tinto (red wine) being congested. 

 
The Friday morning started off with the Judges briefing at the local Holiday Inn just down the road. All 
participating teams stayed in hotels within a walking distance from each other in downtown Santa Fe. Our 
very own Bob Skinner presented the judges briefing.       
 
The schedules of activities were finalised as indicated below:  
 
Nov 9 Friday:  Judges Briefing/training session and flights for judges P07 
Nov 10 Saturday: Opening Ceremony 
Nov 11 Sunday:  Preliminaries P07 – Day 1 
Nov 12 Monday: Preliminaries P07 – Day 2 
Nov 13 Tuesday: Preliminaries P07 – Day 3 
Nov 14 Wednesday: Preliminaries P07 – Day 4 
Nov 15 Thursday: Judges Briefing/training session and flights for judges F07 
Nov 16 Friday:  Semi-finals F07 – Round 5 and 6 Judges meeting  
Nov 17 Saturday:  Finals Round 1 - F07, Round 2 - Unknown Schedule 1, Round 3 - F07, Round 4 - 

Unknown Schedule 2 
    Closing ceremony 
    Awards and closing banquet 

Nov 18 Sunday:    Departure 
 
Bob gave his P07 pictorial presentation to the judges and presented the judge’s guide in order to try and 
achieve a mutual understanding between the 20 judges from all over the world. Listed below the officials for 
the 2007 WC’s: 
 
Event Director:  Mario Korman 
 
Jury:  Bob Skinner - South Africa 

Daniel Falco  - Argentina 
Michael Ramel - Germany 

Judges:  Jorge H. Olivella - Argentina 



Henry Hutchinson - Australia 
Jean Y. Castermans - Belgium 
Ary Stumpf Leitao - Brazil 
Carlos J. Forero - Colombia 
Jiri Havel - Czech Republic 
Anders Rasmussen - Denmark 
Nicolas Bleas - France 
Peter Uhlig - Germany 
David Foley - Ireland 
Gideon Dembo - Israel 
Claudio Scambia - Italy 
Sigmund Beck - Liechtenstein 
Henny van Loon - Netherlands 
Tom Erik Sorensen - Norway 
Emanuel Fernandes - Portugal 
Jose A. Lejarza - Spain 
Bengt-Erik Soderstrom - Sweden 
Robert Ailles - United Kingdom 
Bob Noll - USA 

Alternate Judge: Slobodan Midic - Serbia 
 
Some pilots brought their own scribes along (wifes, friends). All other were allocated scribes from the local 
college studying English as a subject. This presented a problem that the same scribe was not available 
every day, resulting in judges having to get accustomed to a new scribe every day of the competition. I was 
allocated to Henny von Loon from the Netherlands, a very fortunate turn of events for me, as he is known to 
be a coach for new judges.  
 
After completion of the formalities we departed for a town called Rosario (± 150 km) to conduct the training 
flights for the benefit of the judges. On departure we hit our first logistical problem as our bus broke down 
and we had to travel by car to our destination, resulting in a very interesting trip. Some judges vowed never 
to travel along with the local drivers again. Upon arrival at Rosario Model Club we were treated to a light but 
rather delightful lunch consisting of the local cuisine. Local pilots then flew demonstration flights. Numerous 
flights were flown until a mutual interpretation was achieved. After thanking the local pilots and all involved, 
we embarked back on our long trip to Santa Fe, grateful to arrive alive. 

The next morning we all left for Sauce Viejo airport by bus ±10 km from down town Santa Fe. As the airport 
is the regional airport, we had to get a special pass to enter the flight line area of the airport. Just to achieve  
this took the whole morning! Lunch was served daily at the main airport terminal or at the hanger situated 
close by the second flight line. The two flight lines were on the two taxiways of the main runway as depicted 
below. Four panels of five judges each were selected which served a half day shift (morning or afternoon) at 
a specific flight line. The 82 contestants were divided into four groups and flew once in front of each panel of 
judges over the four days of preliminary flights. 

With al registering completed it was time to get the show on the road and the grand opening of the event 
started the afternoon in front of the main airport terminal building. Officials were seated next to the podium 
and all the countries slowly marched in and took position in front of their respective countries flags. To me 
this was one of the most memorable events of the competition. Various speeches were made and Bob 
Skinner officially opened the event. Entertainment for the huge crowd included synchronised kite flying, 
flypast by Argentine Air Force Pucaras, parachute drops, model aircraft 3d flying demo and live 
entertainment by the local air force band. The previous world champion team (Japan) and individual world 
champion Christophe Paysant - Le Roux (France) returned their respective trophies to the podium. After 
completion of the opening ceremony, the teams left the area and all officials were treated to a splendid 
cheese and wine function. Then it was off to bed for an early nights rest. 

Sunday morning started early, as we had to be on the flight line by 06h30. After a light breakfast at the hotel 
it was off to the airfield by bus, arriving at the flight line at 6h45. Our judge’s team responsibility was to judge 
the morning shift on flight line two for the four days of preliminary flights. A demo flight by one of the local 
pilots was flown at about 7h30 in order for the judges to get their eyes adjusted. The competition started 
soon after a discussion by the panel of judges. In order to maintain concentration, a break was given each 
hour. Flying was interrupted twice for regional flights to use the airport. Twenty pilots were in the group and 
flying was completed by about 12h30, whereafter we proceeded to the airport terminal building’s restaurant 
for lunch. At 14h00 the bus, having delivered the afternoon’s panel of judges, took us back to the hotel. The 
afternoon was spent shopping around the down town area or catching an afternoon nap. Early evening were 
spent at the local pub 50 meters from the hotel enjoying the local cerviza/chopp/beer and having 
conversations about judging and flying aerobatics in twenty different countries. 
 
Over the next four days of P07 preliminary flights I had the wonderful opportunity to observe the flying skills 
of 82 pilots from 32 countries around the world. Henny van Loon enabled me to make good use of this 



opportunity by allowing me to discuss the points awarded by him as well as my interpretation of the flights. 
From this experience I came to the conclusion that, compared to Henny van Loon, my interpretation of the 
judging rules and allocation of scores are in line with his. As he is a regular judge on the European circuit it 
means that if we maintain our current standards, our pilots will not get any nasty surprises when competing 
at the word champs. Very good news indeed! 
 
A very important point for pilots to remember is that if you fly too far or too fast, you’ve lost it. All judges loose 
interest if you go beyond the 150m line. I tend to be very strict with pilots flying out of the box on the 
turnaround manoeuvres, enforcing the out of box/points subtraction rule religiously, but to my surprise this 
was not enforced that severely. This is also applicable on the 60 degree top of box rule which thus both 
enable the pilot to fly on the 150m line and closer and still be able to make reasonable large manoeuvres.  
 
Flying styles varied from al over but important is that slow is nice as well as constant speed in the 
verticals.This obviously favour the electric pilots which can maintain speed up and down. Two stroke is 
outdated and should not be considered if you are serious about competing at the WC’s. Size of manoeuvres 
varied depending on the wind strength, keeping it smaller the stronger the wind became. Very few pilots flew 
the massive manoeuvres that some of our pilots fly, and those who did, got penalized heavily as there was 
lots of time to find fault. Centre manoeuvres like the eight point roll are flown the full length of the box centre 
allowing minimal straight line for entry and exit, thus increasing the visual effect of the manoeuvre. 
 
Radio equipment used included Futaba (40), JR (12), Graupner (8) and other. Electric was the way to go and 
included Hacker (24), Plettenberg (9) and some other brands. Two aircraft used contra rotating double prop 
electric motors of which the Sebastiano Silvestri (5 th) version was the more successful. Two biplanes were 
used (Quique Somenzini 1 th and Tetsuo Onda 3 th) and the remainder monoplanes such as AngelS, Astral 
XX, Beryll, Integral, Osmose, Oxalys, ProLine, Synergy, Twister, Zeque and numerous other. 
 
After the preliminary flights, the South African team managed to end up with Marc Wolffe 35th, Ian Wentzel 
55th and Carel Germishuys 57th, earning the team a 14th spot on the team rankings. This compare 
favourable with the rankings (2005 France 15th, 2001 Ireland 15 th, 1999 USA 15 th, 1997 Poland 12 th, 1995 
Japan 14 th) in recent years.  
 
This concluded the preliminary flights and the end of the South African team effort. All that remained for them 
were to look and learn, a position which they took full advantage off. 
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Thursday morning we once again walked down to the local Holiday Inn for the judges briefing for the F07 
schedule to be flown during the semi finals and two of the four rounds for the finals. Once again Bob utilized 
his old and trusted pictorial presentation to align all the judges. A quick meeting was then held with all the 
team managers and pilots that qualified for the semi finals. After a splendid lunch at the Holiday Inn we set 
off by bus to the airfield for some F07 demo flights by the local judges. After completion, the traditional 
official group photos were taken. With all formalities completed all returned to the hotel. 
  

 
 
Earlier the week it was decided to go out one evening for supper to one of the local steak houses. The task 
responsibility was placed on me for this mission. After a considerable amount of logistical organising we 
managed to get all 32 odd people in taxis off to the local restaurant. A great evening was enjoyed by 
everyone and all too soon it was time to be off to bed for the next day’s semi finals.  
   



For the purpose of semi finals the FAI rule book states that a third of the pilots (but not more than 30) from 
the four rounds of preliminary flights will compete and fly two rounds of F07 schedule. With 82 contestants 
competing this equated to 27 pilots. The semi finals were flown the Friday on both flight lines with ten judges 
and scribes per flight line. 
 
With the days flying completed, the ten pilots to fly the finals were announced. All jury, judge’s, team 
managers and the ten pilots then gathered at the Holiday Inn to compile the two unknown schedules.  Two 
unknown schedules and two F07 schedules would be flown by all ten pilots the next morning on one flight 
line with all twenty judges present. Once again according to the FAI rule book ten judges will judge the 
centre manoeuvres and five on both ends to judge the turn around manoeuvres. The pilots names were then 
thrown in a glass and each drew a name which determined the flight draw for the first round of F07. This was 
ratified to avoid frequency clashes. The pilots where then requested to each select manoeuvres to compile 
the two sequence from a list in Annex 5G of the rule book. Seventeen were to be selected of which 9 would 
be centre, 8 turn around and not more than five have a K factor of 5. As the selections were made it was put 
together on a big screen using the Aresti method. Both sequences were printed and ratified by the jury. The 
schedules were then issued to the 10 pilots to be flown the next day without prior practice.  
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Saturday morning dawned and the stage was set for a great finals. Weather conditions were very hot up to 
36°C and very little wind. As all twenty judges wer e judging, no scribes were required, as there was enough 
time to write down the scores for the relevant manoeuvre, depending on where the judge was placed on the 
judge’s line. (Centre, right box or left box). This allowed me the opportunity to observe from a distance and 
walk around freely.  
 
By 16h00 the competition was over and all proceeded to the price giving and closing ceremony. Similar to 
the opening ceremony, the event was held with numerous speeches and fly past once again by the 
Argentine Air Force Pucaras. Finally the team and individual winners were announced and final photo 
sessions and interviews finished off the proceedings. 
 



 
 

The event was concluded with a banquet the evening with enough food, wine, tango demonstrations and 
dancing to satisfy all. The return to the hotel was rather late allowing for about 2½ hours sleep before 
booking out from the hotel for the trip back to Buenos Aires by bus. Unfortunately the bus was delayed by 
about 5 hours, leaving us stranded on the pavement outside the hotel. The bus journey itself also took about 
six hours before finally arriving at the airport. The South African team were already at the airport and advised 
that we should get into the booking line as the Singapore Airlines flight was overbooked. After spending most 
of the afternoon and evening waiting in the row we eventually left for Cape Town at 21h00 to arrive the next 
morning at 09h30. 
 
 
 



 
Andrew Jesky (8), Jason Schulman (4), Christophe Paysant-Le Roux (2), Benoit Paysant-Le Roux (10), Sebastiano Silvestri (5) 

Quique Somenzini (1), Stephane Carrier (7), Koji Suzuki (6), Tetsuo Onda (3), Yoichiro Akiba (9) 
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I would like to thank MAASA for the sponsorship. My personal feeling is that the lessons learned in Argentina 
will have a great impact on the way that the next SA team will approach and practice for the next World 
Champs in Portugal 2009. 
 
Christo Rust – March 2008   


